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Our New Look...
 

Welcome to the Jan/Feb 2018 issue of Southeast Asia Building. As you may have noticed, 

we have launched a newly designed magazine and we hope you find the sections more 

interesting and the overall experience more enjoyable.

	 We have introduced a new masthead – SEAB – which stands for Southeast Asia Building – to create a strong 

identity for the magazine. We have also rolled out new fonts and page labels to give it a more modern touch. All the 

articles will have a clean and neat layout packed with high quality images to make it visually attractive and easy to 

read. 

	 In terms of the sections, we will be featuring more news, building projects and conversations with architects and 

industry professionals to keep you updated with the latest trends and developments in the industry. 

	 With the new design, we have given the magazine a much-needed revamp to keep up with the demands of our 

readers. Please let us know if you see something we should address. 

	 On behalf of the SEAB team, here’s wishing each and every one of you a Happy New Year 2018! 

Amita Nat ve r l a l

 Interior Design Confederation 
of Singapore 

Society of Interior 
Designers (Singapore) Design Council – Sri Lanka Green Building Committe

BEI MYANMAR

d

EDITOR’S NOTE

NEXT ISSUE THEMES
•	 Architecture + Interior – Hotels

•	 Special Feature – Waterproofing

•	 Product Focus – Flooring

•	 Architect’s Corner
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Interview   ARCHITECT’S CORNER

easier said than done.

Q: You have worked on numerous 
projects based all over the world ranging 
from Asia to Europe. Which projects are 
you proud of and why?
I am especially proud of my projects with 
the top developer in Malaysia, EcoWorld, 
as I was very much part of the developer�s 
identity and �purpose� development. We 
created many �home in nature� townships 
that many dream of living and feedback 
from occupants has been incredibly 
encouraging.

Q: As a strong advocate of BIM and 
other various simulation softwares to 
create architectural design, how have 
these tools enhanced your own design 
process?
BIM as tool allows us the design in the 
virtual space and test its impact on 
the environment and performance at 
every stage of design plus determine 
development aspects like cost, overall look 
etc. The question every Green Architect 
should ask ourselves is whether we need 
to build on the limited land we have and 
by simulating in BIM, we can arrive at the 
best answer without affecting a blade of 
grass.	 What is more interesting in BIM is 
that we have to study useable designs and 
sustainable processes to able to input real 
data into the system & simulations. It has 
sharpened my understanding of multi-use 
design, details, specifications, construction 
processes and building systems. This 
holistic understanding is important to 
create the new Virtual Designer.

Q: Asia and the other parts of the world 
are already progressing towards a more 
sustainable future by embracing green 
building practices. How do you feel about 
this trend?
Asia is fortunate to have a few years of 
youthful energy to build on the ideas of 
the sustainability movement and leap-frog 
�mistakes� of earlier developments. Asia is 
also the largest tropical urbanism project 
where rapid urban growth is matched 
with the need to conserve our verdant 
greenery and highly diverse ecological 
systems. Dense vertical greenery, clean 
transportation systems, urban food 
production & the art of foraging to 
discover new foods & use for natural flora 
plus modern highly sustainable circular 
economies are all very topical & tropical 

ideas that will transform how we design, 
develop & live well in the Asian Century.

Q: Can you share with us some of your 
on-going projects? 
I  cannot reveal the names of  the 
developments as they are being designed 
as we speak but the CPG teams I lead 
are actively involved in place-making 
developments all over Asia that create 
specialised townships with circular 
economies that create identity, benefit 
many and waste little. We are also creating 
more naturalistic & nature linked Ecotopes 
and fewer gardens as we look for a new 
landscape aesthetic. Even our structures 
are becoming �bio-structures ie scaffolds 
for growth� instead of merely iconic edifices 
of man�s vanity. We will go beyond Solaris 
& the Supertrees.

Q: What advice would you give to 
someone who wants to pursue a career 
in architecture?

The same advice I give to all my new 
staff; I am older and have �wisdom� having 
been there & done that, you have no 
such baggage and should pursue what 
you are passionate in with conviction 
and the daring to try another path. If you 
love making buildings and places that 
represent your passions, be an architect; if 
you would like to build a strong foundation, 
apprentice with CPG and learn from the 
many experts here. With effort, you will be 
a better architect than me.

Q: What goals have you set for the next 
five years? What kind of work do you 
want to accomplish?
My next five years will be to transform 
my teams into the best at placemaking 
solutions in Asia. We hope to create 
new sustainable developments and 
communities that regenerate what Man 
has pillaged from Nature. And we will be 
happy having been leaders & champions 
in such new approaches.

Solaris @ One-North in Singapore. Photo: © CPG 
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