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Hello readers, welcome back to another exciting issue of 
Southeast Asia Building. We hope you had a nice Chinese 
New Year celebration with your friends and loved ones, and 

hopefully, the Year of the Snake is an auspicious one for everyone!

The architecture of shopping malls has become an important part 
of their commercial success. In addition to using modern building 
materials, shopping malls these days are incorporating more 

sustainable features in their designs. Inside, we showcase three beautiful mall projects in 
Singapore – JCube, The Star Vista and orchardgateway.

This issue also explores the theme of eco-friendly paints and coatings and their growing 
popularity in homes and offices. Market leaders Jotun, Nippon Paint Singapore, eicó paint 
and AkzoNobel Decorative Paints in South East Asia & Pacific discuss the current trends in 
‘green’ paints and the ‘green’ products that they offer. 

In the interior design section, we showcase two houses, which are very different in their 
styles. One is a low-cost house in Dongnai, Vietnam and the other one is a refurbished 
bungalow in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.

The Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH) recently produced a report on 
‘Tall Trends of 2012’ that shows the number of tall buildings completed annually around 
the world and the forecast for 2013. We have published that report in this issue.

If you are planning to visit Architect’13 in Bangkok this year, don’t miss the preview of the 
show in this issue. Over 700 exhibitors are expected to take part in this year’s show. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and we look forward to providing you with more interesting 
articles in the next few months.

If you have any suggestions or if you would like to submit an article for possible publication, 
please e-mail it to seab@tradelinkmedia.com.sg.
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Dubai, UAE –  The confidence in the building and construction 
market demonstrated at The Big 5 2012, which took place 
from 5-8 November 2012 at the Dubai World Trade Centre, 
has fur ther propelled the event ’s expansion across the Middle 
East and India.  
 As a total of 2,371 exhibitors, from 60 countries showcased 
the latest products and technologies from across the building 
and construction industry, millions of dollars worth of deals 
were reported from the exhibition floor. The four-day event saw 
exhibitors, significantly from the UK, Qatar and the USA, announce 
big bill deals inked onsite.      
 The positive outlook for the market has been reflected in 
the increased demand by suppliers to exhibit at The Big 5 Saudi, 
taking place in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, in March 2013. 
 “The Big 5 2012 appears to have set a precedent for the 
market, and generated a significant amount of optimism and 
enthusiasm for the year ahead,” said Andy White, event director, The Big 5. “Having such a well established reputation, with more than 30 
years in the region, The Big 5 will see substantial expansion in 2013 with the launch of two new events and further growth of the Saudi event 
(9-12 March), which has doubled in size year-on-year since 2011,” he added. 
 The Big 5 Construct India and The Big 5 Kuwait will both launch in September 2013, taking place from 2-4 in Mumbai and 16-18 in 
Kuwait City respectively.            
 “Two thousand and thirteen will very much be a milestone year for The Big 5, with two new events and phenomenal growth in Saudi,” 
concluded Mr White. The Big 5 2013 will take place from 25-28 November at the Dubai World Trade Centre. For more information, e-mail 
info@thebig5.ae. n

AECOM to provide design services for the new Intermodal Transfer Terminal and the Passenger Terminal 
2 Expansion project at Hong Kong International Airport 

Hong Kong – AECOM Technology Corporation, a leading global 
provider of professional technical and management support services 
to a broad range of markets, including transportation, facilities, 
environmental, energy, water and government, announced today that 
it was awarded two consultancy contracts by Airport Authority Hong 
Kong (AAHK) to provide initial scheme and scheme design services 
for the new Intermodal Transfer Terminal (ITT ) and the Passenger 
Terminal 2 (T2) Expansion project at Hong Kong International Airport 
(HKIA), forming part of the strategic expansion programme of the 
HKIA until 2030. 
 The new ITT will expand the existing Skypier development and 
link the new facility to the Hong Kong Boundary Crossing Facilities 
(HKBCF).  The new terminal will encompass check-in facilities, an 
automated people mover and baggage handling system, a secure 
bonded road to HKBCF and modifications to Terminal 1.    In addition, the T2 Expansion project will reconfigure the 

existing facilities to accommodate both arrivals and departures 
processing facilities. The project will include a new meet-and-greet 
area, a new baggage reclaim hall, expanded security and immigration 
facilities and additional check-in islands. 
 “We are delighted to continue our partnership with the 
authority to maintain the sustainable development of the airport 
after accomplishing the Hong Kong International Airport Master 
Plan 2030 Study,” said Mr Eric Ma, AECOM’s executive vice president, 
transportation, pan-Asia. “One of the biggest challenges for the design 
teams of these two projects is to prepare a design solution that will 
allow normal airport operations while the new facilities are being 
constructed. We will communicate closely with all stakeholders and pay 
extra attention to the requirements of various departments, airlines, 
operators and agents, given the congested nature of the development 
area,” added Mr Ma. n

Skypier. Photo: © AECOM

Passenger Terminal 2. Photo: © AECOM 

Expansion of The Big 5 events fuelled by market confidence 
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Dubai, UAE – Crystal Lagoons Corp., a patented 
technology developer of giant crystalline lagoons, 
is constructing a second saltwater lagoon in the 
popular tourist resort of Sharm El Sheikh. The company 
made the announcement at Cityscape Global 2012 in 
Dubai. 
 “Our second Sharm El Sheikh project will be 
the centerpiece of a new US$600 million luxury resort 
being developed by leading Egyptian tourism company 
Radamis for Hotels & Touristic Resorts. Aimed at the 
high-end traveler, the resort covers 75 hectares with 
2,500-rooms across three separate hotels and 2.7 hectare 
lagoon offering an unlimited selection of water sports,” 
said Mr Kevin P. Morgan, the newly appointed CEO of 
Crystal Lagoons Corp.     
 The Radamis’ Sharm El Sheikh resort is Crystal 
Lagoons’ latest Egypt project with the company 
already licensing its technology in what will be claimed as the world’s largest manmade lagoon as part of the Citystars Sharm El Sheikh resort. 
This 12-hectare ‘mega lagoon’ will claim to surpass the current Guinness Book of World Records holder, Chile’s San Alfonso del Mar resort, 
Crystal Lagoons’ first project. Part of a mixed-use project developed in partnership with Egypt’s Golden Pyramid Group, Citystars Sharm El 
Sheikh will feature a series of 10 saltwater lagoons, covering a combined area of 100 hectares and including the world’s largest lagoon, to 
create a unique desert oasis and new tourism landmark for the region.  
 The development, which is currently under construction and expected to open before the end of the year, will offer 1.2 million square 
metres of residential units, hotels, golf courses, marinas, a museum and a commercial centre.   
 “The Middle East and North Africa represents huge opportunity for Crystal Lagoons as investment in tourism infrastructure continues 
to grow. The UNWTO has forecast a respectable 3-4 percent growth for the region this year and our portfolio of projects continues to attract 
attention from flagship tourism destinations across the Middle East,” remarked Mr Morgan.      
 “Our uniquely innovative concept is backed by patented technology and offers a strong competitive advantage that we believe will 
be the catalyst to revolutionise the leisure experience in the real estate and tourism markets,” he added. n

 2.7 hectare ‘Crystal Lagoons’ to be built in US$600 million Sharm El Sheikh luxury resort 

The 2.7 hectare Crystal Lagoon, under development by Radamis for Hotels & Touristic Resorts 
in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt.

New green leaders emerge in 2012 

Sydney, Australia – The Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) 
celebrated its most successful year, with 145 Green Star projects 
certified in 2012.    
 “The Green Building Council of Australia has increased its 
rate of Green Star certification by 43 percent on 2011 – a clear 
indication that the market is rapidly shifting to sustainable design 
and construction, and values the independent verification that Green 
Star provides,” said Chief Executive, Romilly Madew. 
 A number of new green leaders have emerged over the 
course of the year, and the GBCA has chosen four shining stars of 
Green Star for 2012: 

Government leadership 
The Queensland Government Department of Education and Training 
achieved Green Star ratings for four of its new state schools in 2012. 
The Murrumba State Secondary College, and the Augusta, Woodlinks 
and Coomera Rivers State Schools were all awarded 4 Star Green 
Star - Education As Built v1 ratings, signifying ‘Best Practice’. 
 “The Queensland Government has recognised that Green 
Star is the method of measurement to demonstrate accountability, 
financial responsibility and transparency, and ensure its buildings 
and communities are truly sustainable,” said Ms Madew.

Industrial leadership 
While the industrial market is still mostly grey, rather than green, 
Goodman Group sees that a Green Star rating equates to a future-

proofed investment. “Goodman Group demonstrated its green 
leadership with a number of Green Star ratings in 2012, including 
the first Green Star - Industrial As Built v1 rating for a distribution 
centre,” said Ms Madew.

Investment leadership 
When ISPT first sought Green Star certification in 2006, the business 
case for green building was only just beginning to take shape. “For 
many, sustainability spelled risk, and only the true leaders were 
certifying at all, much less taking a portfolio approach to Green Star. 
Green building investment has proved a winning formula for IPST, as 
evidenced by the 14 Green Star certifications achieved to date across 
the commercial office and retail sectors,” said Ms Madew, adding 
that ISPT achieved five ratings under Green Star in 2012 for projects 
including commercial offices and retail developments.

Development leadership 
Stockland has maintained a long-term commitment to Green Star, and 
achieved the highest number of Green Star ratings in 2012, with eight 
certifications. Projects included the first retirement living clubhouse, 
Affinity Village in WA, as well a number of commercial offices and 
retail developments.
 “Stockland has also worked with the Green Building Council of 
Australia to develop Australia’s first Green Star rating tool for retirement 
living developments, and plans to achieve Green Star ratings for 
retirement villages in 2013 and beyond,” concluded Ms Madew. n



http://www.mapei.com.sg


NEWS Asia Pacific & Middle East 

12          Southeast Asia Building   MAR-APR 2013

Dow Epoxy highlights expanded 
portfolio of curing agents 

G u a n g z h o u,  C h i n a  –  D ow  E p ox y,  a 
b u s i n e s s  u n i t  o f  T h e  D o w  C h e m i c a l 
Company, has introduced a broad portfolio 
of  epox y products  des igned for  c iv i l 
engineering, general coating, adhesive 
and compos i te ,  featur ing  ne w h igh-
performance D.E.H.™ curing agents and 
FORTEGRA ser ies.  Dow highlighted its 
expanded product portfolio at its Epoxy 
hardener and specialty resin technical 
seminar on 28 November 2012 during the 
upcoming CHINACOAT 2012. 
 The expanded portfolio includes 
e p ox y  c o m p o n e n t s ,  s p e c i a l t y  re s i n s , 
curing agents, as well as resin blends and 
hardener solutions. The addition of these 
products increases the company’s ability 
to offer epoxy solutions to meet specific 
formulat ion,  appl icat ion and end-use 
performance needs. 
 During the seminar, Dow introduced 
specialty offerings in the expanded epoxy 
portfolio include low temperature cure, 
low- emiss ion and water borne cur ing 
a g e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o u g h i n g  a g e n t s , 
such as  FOR TEGRA ser ies .  I nnovat ive 
low temperature curing agent presents 
g o o d  c u re  e ve n  a t  - 5 oC  a p p l i c a t i o n 
and excellent adhesion to dry and wet 
concrete. The innovative, low-emission 
series curing agents facilitate low Volatile 
Organic Compound ( VOC) formulations 
and low odor. These products are ideal 
for use in indoor spaces, such as schools 
and hospitals,  where users experience 
prolonged exposure to flooring emissions. 
The next-generation D.E.H. waterborne 
series curing agents are ideal for use in 
flooring and indoor locations where organic 
solvents need to be avoided. Benefits 
include low odour, rapid drying and curing 
for faster application, and curing ability at 
low temperatures to enable application in a 
variety of climates and seasons. In addition 
to curing agents and toughing agents, 
the recent epoxy resin expansion in Dow 
Rheinmuenster and Stade manufacturing 
site will increase Dow global capacity by 
30 thousand kilotons. 
 “Now our customers can look to Dow 
as a one-stop source for epoxy solutions,” 
said Julie Mongeluzi, Dow Epoxy global 
marketing leader for differentiated resins. 
“We intended to combine our expertise in 
epoxy components in combination with our 
strong technical support offerings to help 
our customers achieve their objectives,” she 
added. n

Ceramics China 2013: Technology comes first

Guangzhou, China –  The question from the downshift  of world economy reflected 
in ceramic industr y is :  the way out.  To answer this question, Ceramics China 2013, 
organised by CCIA and Unifair,  wil l  take the theme of “Revolution, Innovation, Crossing”. 
The show, which takes from 29 May to 1 June 2013 in Pazhou Complex,  Guangzhou, 
wil l  gather the most advanced and latest products,  presenting leading processing 
technology,  equipment ,  mater ia l ,  decorat ion,  creat ive products  and ser v ices  in 
Guangzhou. Ceramics China 2013 wil l  cover an area of 80 000 square metres with 4,500 
booths in 8 halls in Canton Fair  Complex.  The four-day show is estimated to have 800 
exhibitors showcasing their products and technologies to visitors.  Eight sectors wil l  be 
highlighted in the show, including Energy Saving and Emission Reduction Technology 
& Equipment Area,  Automation Technology & Equipment Area,  Ceramic Inkjet Pr inting 
& Application Area,  Ceramic High-Tech Area ( International Hall) ,  Decorative Mater ial 
Area,  Raw Material,  Anti-fr iction Mater ial  and Fire Resistance Area,  Moulds,  Tools and 
Spare Par ts Area,  Ceramic Creative Products Area.      
 Automation is always the solution to increasing cost in both labour and production 
itself.  Beside,  nowadays it  is  not only the solution but also the trend. As a show aims to 
lead the industr y trend, Ceramics China 2013 wil l  present abundant of advanced and 
quality automated products in Automation Technology & Equipment Area.   
 Another well-known trend is the inkjet pr inting adopted in ceramics industr y. 
Ceramics China 2013 will  extend the technology and encourage it to cover more ceramic 
manufacturers.  Since its appearance in Ceramics China 2009, inkjet pr inting technology 
has been the highlight of the show, attracting hundreds of thousands of insiders.  R iding 
on the number of 30 inkjet pr inting companies in the last show, Unifair  wil l  forge a 
highly professionalised Ceramic Inkjet Pr inting and Application Area in 2013. Insiders 
can check out the latest ceramic inkjet pr inting application, such as inkjet microlite, 
inkjet wood f inish,  inkjet rustic t i les,  inkjet ceramic chips,  etc.    
 Problems including over  capacity,  excess ive mining,  ser ious environment 
pollution, etc,  al l  cal l  for better environmental fr iendly per formance. This is  the ground 
for more energy-saving & environment protecting innovation in Ceramics China 2013. 
Energy Saving and Emission Reduction Technology & Equipment Area wil l  be the other 
highlights.          
 The way out for the industr y and therefore for Ceramics China is technology. 
On this basis,  Ceramics China 2013 wil l  not only increase its scale but upgrade itself 
as the platform to showcase and share the latest technology. 
 For more information, visit www.ceramicschina.com.cn/EN/main/index.asp.  n
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Carrier’s Sustainability Lecture Series highlights green building trends in Southeast Asia

Greenpac to enjoy a fast payback from solar energy 

Singapore – Developers and building owners have the opportunity 
to take Singapore’s visionary accomplishments in green building to 
new heights according to experts at the Distinguished Sustainability 
Lecture Series, held on 29 November 2012 at Goodwood Park Hotel.
 The event was organised by the Singapore Green Building 
Council (SGBC) and Carrier. More than 130 building professionals 
attended the event, which delivers lectures to educate and inspire 
green building leaders across the globe. A Founding Member of 
SGBC, Carrier has been working closely with the SGBC to achieve 
their shared vision of a sustainable built environment.
 “Our vision is to build sustainable cities for better living, and 
we are glad to have many strong sustainable advocates like Carrier 
to journey along with us and help us achieve our vision,” said Mr Tai 
Lee Siang, president of SGBC. “These days, going green is no longer a 
question of why, but how soon and how fast. The Asia Pacific region 
is the fastest growing region for environmental goods and services 
in the world, and SGBC is keen to help our members to meet this 
need by tapping on the business opportunities in the region.”
 A number of speakers shared their expertise on green building 
trends including John Mandyck, chief sustainability officer, UTC 
Climate, Controls & Security, Mahesh Ramanujam, chief operating 
officer of the U.S. Green Building Council and president of the Green 
Building Certification Institute, who presented a global perspective 

Singapore – Phoenix Solar has been appointed by Singapore-based Greenpac (S) Pte Ltd, a 
manufacturer of environmentally friendly industrial packaging solutions, to build a 435 kilowatt 
peak (kWp) solar photovoltaic (PV ) system on its new integrated manufacturing and R&D centre 
facility dubbed the “Greenhub”.
 The cost of solar installations has dropped rapidly in the last two years due to significant 
increases in production capacity and improved system installation costs. Combined with rising 
electricity tariffs, PV systems such as Greenpac’s are an attractive investment, achieving paybacks 
of 7 years*.
 The Greenhub is fully consistent with Greenpac’s commitment to the environment and 
responsible entrepreneurship. The building is designed for energy efficiency, including features 
like skylights to reduce the use of electric lights. Working with Phoenix Solar for their rooftop PV 
system, Greenpac received the Solar Pioneer Award in October 2012 from Singapore’s Energy 
Innovation Programme Office (EIPO). The award recognises pioneering solar installations in 
Singapore in terms of system design, size and installation techniques. The rooftop solar PV 
system will supply more than 20 percent of the building’s total electricity consumption, offsetting about 270 metric tonnes of CO2 per year. n

*Based on retail electricity prices of SGD0.2628/kWh in Q1/2013 (Singapore)

Opening Address 
at Carrier 
Distinguished 
Sustainability 
Lecture Series 
by Mr John 
Mandyck, Chief 
Sustainability 
Officer, United 
Technologies 
Climate, Controls 
& Security. 

Sustainability and Green Building Speakers (From left to right): Mr Derrick 
Hong, Mr Ho Thim Seng, Assoc Prof Lee Siew Eang, Mr Valentine Lehr, Mr 
John Mandyck, Mr Mahesh Ramanujam, Mr Lim Chan Boon, Mr Oon Wee 
Chin.

on energy efficiency, sustainability and green buildings at the event, 
and Valentine A. Lehr, senior partner, Lehr Consultants International, 
who discussed what it takes to embrace sustainable technology and 
sustainable building practices.
 Lim Chan Boon and Kong Jia Hng of the Singapore Building 
and Construction Authority (BCA) presented updates on the BCA 
Green Mark Scheme for supermarkets and retail, and Ho Thiam 
Seng, vice chairman of the Asia Institute of Intelligent Building 
(Singapore Chapter) discussed the role of automation in sustainable 
buildings. Derrick Hong, general manager of Environmental Market 
Solutions, Singapore, looked at the benefits and pitfalls of ISO® 50001 
certification.
 “Carrier has been actively taking part in building sustainability, 
providing innovative solutions to improve efficiency and save energy. 
With new technologies, air conditioning systems are now significantly 
more efficient than systems available 10 years ago,” said Mr Oon Wee 
Chin, Managing Director, Carrier South East Asia.
 “Carrier understands the important balance between building 
technology today and the world we live in tomorrow. Singapore has 
an incredible opportunity to accelerate building efficiency and save 
energy,” said Mr Mandyck. “It ’s not a question anymore of a major 
development will be green – it ’s only a discussion of how green.”
 Launched in 2011 in the Middle East, Carrier ’s Distinguished 
Sustainability Lecture Series expanded its scope in 2012, bringing 
green building and sustainability experts to Brazil, the Middle East 
and now Singapore. n

Photo: © Phoenix Solar Pte Ltd
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Melbourne, Australia – Cox Architecture, one of Australia’s 
leading sports architecture firms, has been awarded second 
place in the International Competition for the new Japan 
National Stadium.  The stadium, proposed for the 2019 
Rugby World Cup, forms the centrepiece for Tokyo’s bid 
for the 2020 Olympics.    
 Cox Architecture was the only Australian firm 
shortlisted from a high profile of international architects.  
The competition was won by Pritzker Prize winner, Zaha 
Hadid from Great Britain.  
 Cox Architecture’s proposal was highly commended 
by the judges who included world-renowned architects 
Tado Ando, Lord Richard Rogers and Lord Norman Foster.  
Judges’ commentary stated that: “ The proposal submitted 
by Cox Architecture is characterised by its delicate and 
transparent dome and the wood-finished stands contained 
within it. The elegant and tranquil quality of the design was extremely well-received. The seating stands are planned in sectors and are 
highly functional, feasible, and promise to offer a rich ambience. Cox Architecture was also highly appraised for its hospitable design that 
incorporates gardens.”         
 “Our design represents an evolution of sports and entertainment environments as key cultural and social event platforms for public 
life. Conceived with Arup, our design synthesises traditional Japanese craft with a structurally light environmental enclosure,” said Patrick 
Ness, a Director of Cox Architecture.                     
 The hydraulic reconfigurable pitch and stands combined with the first use of environmental gardens built within the stadium 
concourses show cased innovation in technology and models for environmental sustainability, that would have provided a lasting legacy 
for both the city and the Olympic movement.     
 New environmental technologies feature active energy systems and internal verdant sky gardens.  The operable photochromatic 
glass roof incorporates new materials and technologies allowing control over internal light levels.      
 This simple and elegant form blending craft, technology and environment, symbolises a deep Japanese cultural affinity for purity 
of form and nature. The unique design combined technology with tradition incorporating many innovative features that will inform the 
development of stadia architecture for years to come. n 

Dubai, UAE – DAMAC Properties has announced its first major 
new product launch since 2008, with 295 premium serviced hotel 
apartments in the Burj Area. ‘The Distinction’ will be a 195 metre, 
53-storey, iconic tower overlooking the platinum real estate in the 
heart of Dubai, with enviable views of the fountain, mall and world’s 
largest tower.  
 On the back of improved market sentiment, which has shown 
average prices increasing by 14 percent in the first nine months 
of the year, according to the Reidin Residential Sales Indices, ‘ The 
Distinction’ will serve to the very top top-end luxury sector of the 
emirate’s real estate market.   
 The rental market is also seeing strong growth with yields 
up as much as 24 percent in prime locations across Dubai according 
to a recent report by CB Richard Ellis.  While Dubai’s property 
market sees a strong growth path, hotels are also benefitting, 
with 87.1 percent occupancy in October according to the latest 
figures from TRI Hospitality Consulting – an increase of 7.5 percent 
year-on-year. 
 “Luxury projects in prime locations are driving the UAE 
property resurgence and ‘The Distinction’ will provide the quality 
of finish and service expected at this end of the market,” said Niall 
McLoughlin, Senior Vice President, DAMAC Properties. “The serviced 
hotel apartments at ‘The Distinction’ will offer the highest levels of 
customer service, luxury and opulence placing it among the premium 

Australia wins silver in Japan National Stadium Competition

DAMAC Properties launches ‘The Distinction’

Image: Courtesy of Cox Architecture

products DAMAC Properties has on 
the market today.”  
 M a i n  c o n t r a c t o r ,  A N C 
Contracting, has already started 
work on the project, which is set 
for completion in the first quarter 
of 2015. The project will be a mix of 
studios, one, two, three and four-
bedroom penthouses.   
 The Distinction, which will 
be one of the most desirable projects 
DAMAC has ever undertaken, has 
been designed by architects ZAS 
with the interiors being undertaken 
by WA International.   
 “In Dubai there remains a 
strong desire for the very best, and this, combined with an improving 
economy and limited availability of high-end luxury developments, 
is driving the demand. We are anticipating a high level of interest 
in ‘The Distinction’.”       
 ‘ The Distinction’ comes lavished with the highest quality 
amenities to be enjoyed by the residents, including a luxury spa 
which houses a relaxing Jacuzzi and peaceful sauna. There is also a 
high-tech gymnasium and stunning swimming pool. n 



PEFC continues expansion in the tropics 

Singapore – Indonesia has become the latest Asian country to join PEFC 
after China and Malaysia, demonstrating that PEFC is the forest certification 
system of choice for the region. The Indonesian Forestry Certification 
Cooperation (IFCC) decision to join the world’s largest forest certification 
system was founded in PEFC’s unique bottom-up approach, which respects 
the uniqueness of sovereignty, ecosystem diversity, and the culture of every 
country.      
 “Indonesia is home of some of the most biologically diverse forests in 
the world. We are looking forward to working with IFCC to promote sustainable 
forest management through forest certification and welcome them as a PEFC 
member,” said Mr Ben Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary General.    
 “PEFC has refined its Sustainability Benchmarks over the past years 
to remove barriers to tropical forest certification, and we are excited to see 
the development of a national forest certification standard by Indonesians 
for Indonesians,” added Mr Gunneberg. “ The promise of Indonesian’s forests 
being managed sustainably, in a manner that provides people with jobs that 
comply with the fundamental ILO conventions, safeguards forest biodiversity, and protects them from conversions, should be viewed by 
all who care about saving the world’s forests as an important first step in the right direction. The fact that the challenges of the past will 
be addressed for a sustainable future is positive,” he added.  
 Indonesia’s forest land comprises 60 percent of the country ’s land area, which makes it the third largest area of tropical rainforest 
in the world. Indonesia’s forest is therefore important not only for the national economy and local livelihoods, but also for the global 
environment. The Indonesian rainforests are also among the world’s richest in terms of biodiversity, yet for each year between 2003 and 
2006, the Indonesian government estimates that around 1.17 million hectare of forest was cleared or degraded.  
 The economy in Indonesia is largely dependent on natural resources, with the forest sector employing around 4 percent of the 
total working population and contributing more than 9 percent of Indonesia’s non-mineral export revenue. The Forest Peoples Programme 
estimates that up to 95 million people in Indonesia (or 40 percent of the population) depend of forest resources for subsistence and trade, 
emphasising the need for a balanced, responsible approach to forest management.  
 “We believe that for Indonesia to become a PEFC member is an important development,” emphasised Mr Gunneberg. “ There’s still 
a long way to go, and we appreciate the opportunity to advance the agenda through IFCC,” he added.   
 By becoming a PEFC member, IFCC has fulfilled an important prerequisite for applying for PEFC endorsement. IFCC is currently 
facilitating a multi-stakeholder process at national level to develop an Indonesian forest management standard, and the organization 
is committed to seek international recognition for its forthcoming national standard.       
 “Joining PEFC is a natural step for any national forest certification system seeking international acceptance,” stressed Mrs. Saniah 
Widuri,  General Secretary of IFCC. “We’ve been feeling welcomed and respected, and we are looking forward to working with fellow 
PEFC members to advance sustainable forest management and forest certification in Indonesia,” added Mrs Widuri.  ■
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Formica unveils new Asian showroom in Singapore

Singapore – Formica®, a leading 
high pressure laminates company, 
opened anew flagship showroom 
in Singapore on 20 December 
2012. According to the company, 
the showroom is the company ’s 
first in Asia.    
 T h e  n e w  s h o w r o o m , 
located at  504 ,  S ims Avenue, 
Geylang,  c lose to the Central 
Business Distr ict,  gives visitors 
t h e  c h a n c e  t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r 
knowledge of the latest designs 
of Formica and its application 
beyond basic applications. The 
store features product displays 
such as cabinets, k itchen fixtures, 
bedroom and wall panels in a 
real-life home setting. Customers 
also have the opportunity to see 
and feel up-close the textures of 
different laminates on display. 
 “ The Formica Singapore 
Showroom is a ‘ l i festyle’ store 
that gives customers inspiration 
to design their home using high pressure laminates (HPL) in all areas of interior home furnishing,” said Mr Fred Wang, President of 
Formica Asia. “We believe the Formica Singapore Showroom will work as a bridge to inspire our architects and designers in Asia and 
has more effective communication with our customers,” said Mr Wang.        
 Mr Wang said that the showroom was aimed equally at interior designers and architects but also can provide inspiration to the 
general public as they seek to improve their l ifestyles. “ This new flagship showroom is ideally located for visitors to explore options, get 

inspired, meet with Formica representatives, collaborate with interior designers 
or architects and demonstrate the latest designs in a real-world application,” he 
added.
 The focal point of the showroom is the unique lifestyle-driven designs, 
with mix & matched colours applying in a real-life home setting, establishing an 
updated, modern yet sophisticated tone as guests enter the space and experience 
beyond the product display areas.   
 Formica’s intention was to design a space that communicates its quality, 
innovation and brand spirit .  The showroom features a l iving room that comes with 
built-in cabinets in warm earth-tone wood grains matching with Formica DecoMetal®, 
the premium range of Metal Laminates & Solid Metal by Formica Group, hence 
enlivening the ambience. The built-in k itchen fixtures highlights the strength of 
Formica® 2mm thick Gloss Compact® Grade Laminate that luxuriate the beauty 
of a remarkably enhanced flat sur face. Stepping into the bedroom area, the wall 
panels are installed with the new range of Wood Grains from Infinite Creations by 
Formica Asia, showcasing the brand’s new series of design integrity of transforming 
the ordinary into something spectacular.    
 The opening of the showroom also showcases Formica’s commitment in 
sustainability. Formica® Laminates are GREENGUARD Certified and Singapore Green 
Label Certified. To support Formica’s commitments for environmental stewardship, 
sustainabil ity was a dr iving factor throughout the design and construction 
process. 
 Formica® is committed to design, quality, service, integrity and sustainability. 
The showroom offers interior designers, architects, dealers, homeowners and other 
guests with an easily accessible destination for viewing these design solutions at 
the following operating hours.     
 The showroom is opened from Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 5.45 pm and 
on Saturday, from 9 am to 12.30 pm. I t is closed on Sundays. For more information, 
tel (+65) 6514 1313 (1-800-FORMICA).   n 

Formica unveils its first Asian Showroom in Singapore. 

Located at Sims Avenue, Geylang of Singapore, the 
flagship showroom displays  Formica laminates such as 
cabinets, kitchen fixtures, bedroom and wall panels  in 
a real-life home setting.



http://www.playpoint.asia


NEWS Asia Pacific & Middle East 

20          Southeast Asia Building   MAR-APR 2013

CDL honoured with 2012 Asia Pacific Green Builder of the Year Award

made it an institution in green buildings and 
a trend setter in the increasingly fast paced 
green buildings movement,” states Frost & 
Sullivan, in its analysis report on CDL. 
 “For over a decade now, CDL’s 
corporate strategy has been founded on a 
triple bottom line approach for continued 
growth  and bus iness  exce l lence .  We 
have established policies to ‘conserve as 
we construct ’.  We strive to develop and 
manage properties in an energy-efficient 
and cost- ef f ic ient  manner,  whi le  a lso 
in f luencing var ious  s tak eholders  and 
supply chains through outreach initiatives. 
As a result of this holistic strategy, we 
estimate that our 37 Green Mark certified 
buildings between 2008 and 2011 account 
for an estimated saving of S$19.7 mill ion 
in electricity annually. We are honoured to 
be recognised for our pioneering efforts 
in integrating environmental pr ior it ies 
and long-term sustainability as part of our 
business strategy,” said Mr Kwek Leng Joo, 
CDL’s Managing Director. 
 C D L  h a s  b e e n  m e a s u r i n g  i t s 
environmental and social per formance 
with the aim of driving improvements. 
One of the forerunners in sustainability 
r e p o r t i n g ,  t h e  C o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n 
p r o a c t i v e l y  p u b l i s h i n g  a  d e d i c a t e d 
Sustainabi l i ty  Repor t ,  which discloses 
comprehensive details on its triple bottom 
line per formance for the calendar year, 
since 2008. 
 CDL’s latest Sustainability Report 
2012 titled “Ideas, Initiatives, Impacts” is 
the first Level A+ Sustainability Report 
checked by the Global Reporting Initiative 
(GRI) using the GRI G3.1 guidelines and 

Singapore – City Developments Limited 
(CDL) has been named the Asia Pacific 
Green Builder of the Year by global research 
and growth consultancy, Frost & Sullivan. 
This best-in-class award for the real estate 
sector is conferred as part of the 2012 Frost 
& Sullivan Asia Pacific Green Excellence 
Awards, which honours companies in the 
Asia Pacific region that have excelled in 
green product and technology innovation, 
and service achievements across various 
industries. 
 A total of five real estate developers 
from the Asia Pacific region were shortlisted 
for the Builder of the Year category. CDL 
emerged as the best-in-class per former 
following a r igorous measurement-based 
assessment and benchmarking process, 
which encompasses a broad range of 
criteria including green growth strategy 
excellence, number of green buildings 
c e r t i f i e d ,  g r e e n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
sustainabil ity concept implementation, 
degree of innovation with services and 
technologies ,  leadership in  customer 
and stakeholder value, and leadership in 
market penetration of green buildings. 
 I n  par t icular,  CDL’s  f i rs t-mover 
advantage as one of the pioneer green 
builders in the region and its success 
in implementing the culture of building 
“Green” throughout  the  organ isat ion 
with the commitment and drive of its 
top management was highlighted. “CDL’s 
adoption and implementation of green 
concepts and technologies in the design 
and construction of its projects and the 
constant education of its customers as to 
its offerings and the benefits to them has 

the Construction and Real Estate Sector 
Supplement (CRESS) to be published by 
a Singapore property developer. CRESS 
was only released by GRI in September 
2011 and the per formance indicators 
included are better tailored to the real 
es tate  and const ruc t ion  indust r y  for 
enhanced relevance and transparency. 
This includes areas such as building and 
mater ia l  cer t i f i cat ion ,  CO2 emiss ions 
as well as health and safety issues. The 
a im is  to help organisat ions improve 
t ransparenc y  o f  repor t ing  d i sc losure 
with tools that can better communicate 
the impacts of the industry. The report 
covers CDL’s environmental and social 
per formance for the calendar year 2011 
a n d  i s  av a i l a b l e  a t  w w w. c d l . c o m . s g /
sustainabilityreport2012. 
 This latest award joins CDL’s growing 
l i s t  of  g lobal  and local  susta inabi l i ty 
accolades.  CDL is  the f i rst  S ingapore 
corporation to be listed on all three of the 
world’s top sustainability benchmarks: the 
Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes ( World & 
Asia Pacific – since 2011), FTSE4Good Index 
Series (since 2002) and the Global 100 Most 
Sustainable Corporations in the World 
(since 2010). In Singapore, CDL remains the 
private developer with the most Building 
and Construction Authority (BCA) Green 
Mark cer t i f ied developments to date, 
comprising 62 certified developments of 
which 21 are of the highest Platinum tier. In 
addition, CDL was the inaugural recipient 
of the BCA Green Mark Champion, Built 
Environment Leadership (Platinum) and 
Green Mark Platinum Champion Awards 
in 2008, 2009 and 2011 respectively. n 

Mitsubishi Electric establishes elevator and escalator joint venture in India

Tokyo, Japan –  Mitsubishi Electr ic Corporation announced that it  has established a joint venture company, Mitsubishi Elevator ETA 
India Pr ivate Limited, to sel l ,  manufacture,  instal l  and provide maintenance for elevators and escalators in India.  Headquar tered in 
Chennai ,  the joint venture was formed with UAE-based ETA Ascon Holding LLC and wil l  star t business in Januar y 2013.  
 Since 1995, Mitsubishi Electr ic has distr ibuted elevators and escalators in India through a local agent,  instal l ing its products 
pr imari ly in the premium segment including luxur y hotels and off ices.         
 To fur ther expand its growing Indian market,  Mitsubishi Elevator ETA India wil l  take over the business of the local agent.  In 
addition to expanding sales in the premium segment,  the new company wil l  enter the residential  segment and others,  where the 
demand for elevators is  showing remarkable growth.    
 Mitsubishi Elevator ETA India aims to grow sales volume by strengthening its sales network across the countr y and by offer ing 
more products that fulf i l l  local needs.  A new logistics center wil l  enable more eff icient procurement of components and develop 
a product supply framework .  Also,  an engineering center wil l  be established to strengthen customer solutions in terms of product 
specif ications and technical requirements.        
 Sk i l led engineers from Japan wil l  provide company employees with technical training to enhance the quality and rel iabil ity 
of instal lations and ser vicing for greater customer satisfaction. Increased training also is expected to nur ture the company ’s human 
resources as a power ful corporate asset.  n 
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HASSELL + Populous win the design of Sydney’s new Convention, Exhibition and Entertainment Precinct 

said. “It extends the urban 
fabric and re-connects the 
city to Ultimo and Pyrmont 
w i t h  m o r e  p e r m e a b l e 
networks of streets and lanes. 
Importantly it can bring a 
new level of public amenity 
for visitors and citizens alike 
through extended public 
parkland that is identifiably 
‘Sydney’ in character.  
 “It will be a fusion of 
architecture and landscape, 
of indoors and outdoors, 
of engagement, education, 
living, creative working and 
entertainment. The project 
demonstrates the imperative of responsive 
design to sustain urban life at this critical 
time for our cities and communities,” he 
said.  
 Populous’ Richard Breslin added that 
the project presents a great opportunity 
fo r  S yd n e y  a s  a  m a j o r  i n te r n a t i o n a l 
dest inat ion.  “ This  precinct wi l l  ref lect 
the dynamism of  Sydney ’s  c i t yscape, 
redefine Darl ing Harbour,  and respect 
the precinct’s parkland setting.  
 “The landmark Convention Centre, 
de l ibera te ly  c lad  in  mater ia l s  wh ich 
reflect its spectacular harbour outlook, 
will be complimented by the rest of the 
precinct which looks onto parkland. Here, 
the building’s boundaries  are set back, 
des igned so  the  landscape becomes 
part of the building, with circulation and 

Brisbane,  Austral ia  –  Jo int  venture 
partners, HASSELL + Populous have won 
the architectural contract for the design 
of Sydney’s new integrated convention, 
exhibition and entertainment precinct at 
Darling Harbour, due for completion in 
2016. 
 HASSELL + Populous are design 
c o n s u l t a n t s  t o  D e s t i n a t i o n  S y d n e y 
consortium, which has been selected by the 
New South Wales Government as preferred 
developer and contractor of the AUD $1 
billion facility. The consortium comprises 
of developer Lend Lease, its infrastructure 
development business Capella Capital, 
leading venue managers and operators 
AEG Ogden, and Spotless, which will deliver 
Facility Management Services.  
 Populous has designed both the 
London and Sydney Olympic stadiums in 
addition to 45 Convention and Exhibition 
centres around the world. The firm’s senior 
principal and project leader, Richard Breslin, 
says Sydney will have a state-of-the-art 
venue that will showcase the city to the 
world and revitalise Darling Harbour, both 
economically and culturally.  
 Ken Maher, HASSELL design leader 
on the project, said the firm was delighted 
to take on the challenge of transforming 
a key Sydney precinct through the design 
of three major public buildings and the 
unifying public realm. 
 “The re-making of Darling Harbour 
is a rare opportunity to design a significant 
new quarter within the central city,” he 

meeting spaces open  to the park, terraces 
functioning   as meeting spaces, and a 
huge 5,000 square metres  open deck on 
top of the building providing a  platform 
to be used for major events,” said Breslin.  
 
The precinct will include:
· A convention facility capable of holding 
three separate concurrent events of up to 
2,500 delegates
· Total exhibition capacity of 40,000 square 
metres
· An external event deck of 5,000 square 
metres featuring spectacular city views
· A plenary hall which can be converted 
to an entertainment theatre with a seated 
capacity of 8,000 
· A grand ballroom with banqueting space 
for up to 2,000 n

Cummins Power Generation announces new ratings classification for data center power generation 
systems 

Singapore – Cummins Power Generation Inc., a leading global supplier of backup power generation systems for data centers and other mission-
critical facilities, has announced a new diesel generator power output ratings category for data center applications. In response to data center 
customers’ needs for assurance of total reliability and dependability, the Data Center Continuous (DCC) rating offers diesel generator sets rated for 
unlimited hours of operation, with no restrictions on average variable load factor. DCC ratings will be applicable for any data center installation 
where a reliable utility exists. The Data Center Continuous ratings span the range of Cummins Power Generation’s high horsepower diesel 
generator sets, from 1 MW up to 2.5 MW, and will apply to both 50 Hz and 60 Hz configurations. This introduction is part of Cummins overall 
focus on data center innovation, marshalling a team global experts and life cycle support resources specifically for its data center customers.
 “Our data center customers have indicated to us there still is confusion around various rating descriptions, guidelines and applications by 
different manufacturers, making the data center power system design process difficult to navigate,” said Craig Wilkins, Director of Global Critical 
Protection for Cummins Power Generation.
 “These new ratings will not only simplify the engineering design process, but will make it much easier for those data center customers 
seeking site certification from the Uptime Institute.”
 Consultants and engineers can now design with the confidence that Cummins DCC ratings can be applied up to the specified rating 
without restrictions on varying or non-varying loads or hours of operation. The new ratings are in addition to the current emergency standby 
and prime power ratings. By combining DCC ratings with Cummins’ diesel generators’ time-tested ability to achieve 100 percent load acceptance 
in one step with best-in-class PowerCommand® digital controls, data center customers can be confident they are purchasing power generation 
systems at the leading edge of reliability and dependability. n
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